THE CAMERA
Small, Medium and Large Format Cameras

Different cameras have specific uses. 

Small-format or 35 mm film cameras or digital cameras enable a photographer to get close to subjects, photograph them quickly and move around more easily. They are easy to carry and allow the photographer to shoot a lot of photographs quickly.
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Medium-format cameras are used in editorial, portrait, fashion and advertising photography. 

The main benefit of medium format photography is that, because of the larger size of the film or digital sensor (digital photography), images of much higher resolution can be produced. The photographs are sharper, have more detail and are therefore more suitable for enlarging. 

Medium format film is two to six times larger than 35 mm. The most common size of each medium format film frame is 6×6 cm (square) and 6×4.5 cm (rectangular).
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Digital medium format photography has seen the development of digital camera backs, which can be fitted to many cameras. Digital backs are a type of camera back that have electronic sensors in them, effectively converting a camera into a digital camera.

Large-format cameras are mainly used for architectural, landscape and still-life photography, but also sometimes editorial, portrait, fashion and advertising shoots, particularly if these photographs have to be blown up to a large size. 

Large format describes large photographic films, large cameras, view cameras (including pinhole cameras) and processes that use a film or digital sensor, generally 4 x 5 inches or larger. The most common large formats are 4×5 and 8×10 inches. 

The Polaroid 20×24 inch instant camera is one of the largest format cameras currently in common usage.

Large format cameras give sharper, crisper images, which maintain their image quality when enlarged.

Most large-format cameras have adjustable fronts and backs that allow the photographer to better control rendering of perspective and depth of field. 

Aside from the focusing action common to all formats, the special movements of many large format technical and view cameras allow the front and/or back of the camera to be tilted out of parallel with each other, and to be shifted up, down, or sideways.  Ansel Adams' photographs commonly demonstrate this technique.
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A typical large format camera, results in a slower, often more contemplative, photographic style. For example, film loading using sheet film holders requires a dark space to load and unload the film.

Large-format photography is not limited to film; large digital camera backs are available to fit large-format cameras. These are either medium-format digital backs adapted to fit large-format cameras (resulting in cropped images), or scanning backs, which scan the image area in the manner of a flat-bed scanner. 
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